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Bureau of the 

Copy. 

American Republics. 

Washington, August 4, 1892. 


To the Honorable Edward 0. Leech, 

. 

Director of the Mint. 

* 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir:- I have the honor to hand you herewith a plaster model of the 

* 
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Lotto portrait of Columbus which has been selected by the President 
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of the World’s Columbian Exposition for the souvenir coin. 
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This portrait, which is recognized by experts as being as 
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nearly authentic as any that exists, is believed to have been paint 
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ed for Domenico Malipiero, a Venetian Senator and Historian, at the 
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instance of his correspondent, Angelo Trevisan (Trivigiano), Secre- 
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tary to the Ambassador sent to Spain by the Venetians in 1501, and 
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who was in constant communication with Columbus at that time. Mali- 
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piero’s manuscripts, and presumably this picture, are said to have 

• >» . ■ * 
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passed into the possession of Senator Francesco Long®. The Gra- 
deni gos were the heirs of Longe, and it was from them that the Ca- 
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viliera Luigi Rossi, a steward of the Dutchess of Parma, purchased 
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the portrait. Shortly before Ressi*s death the picture was sold 
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to a Signor Gondolfi, who had it restored and repaired, the badly 
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damaged head and red cap of an Indian at the right being cut out, 
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and the canvas made square instead of oblong. From Gondolfi it 
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passed to Signor Antonie della Revere, from w$om it was bought by 
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Captain Frank H. Mason ‘United States Consul-General at Frankfort. 
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for Mr* James W. Ellsworth of Chicago. The signature and date read 
"Lawrens Lotto f 1512#" Lotto was a pinter scarcely second to 
Titian. He was bom about 1480, and reached the suranit of his fame 
about 1522. The chart which is represented in the portrait is very 
nearly like the Ruyseh map published in the Rome edition of Ptolemy 
of 1508. 

It is not claimed that this portrait w^s painted.life, but-it 

is believed that it was based upon sketches and a personal 

, • 

knowledge of Columbus gained by Lotto when he was in Spain* 

This model in plaster is made from the portrait by U. S. J. 

• • 

Dunbar, sculptor of Washington, D. C. 

Very respectfully 
Your obtdient servant. 


William E. Curtis 
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Copy. 

Bureau of the American Republics. 
Washington, August 4, 1892 

To the Honorable Edward O. Leech, 
Director of the Mint. 

Washington, D.C. 


Sir: - 


I have the honor to hand you herewith a plaster model of the Lotto portrait of Columbus 
which has been selected by the President of the World’s Columbian Exposition for the souvenir 
coin. 

This portrait, which is recognized by experts as being as nearly authentic as any that 
exists, is believed to have been painted for Domenice Malipiero, a Venetian Senator and 
Historian, at the instance of his correspondent, Angelo Trevisan (Trivigiano), Secretary to the 
Ambassador sent to Spain by the Venetians in 1501, and who was in constant communication 
with Columbus at that time. Malipiero’s manuscripts, and presumably this picture, are said to 
have passed into the possession of Senator Francesco Longo. The Gradeni gos were the heirs of 
Longo, and it was from them that the Caviliera Luigi Rossi, a steward of the Duchess of Parma, 
purchased the portrait. Shortly before Rossi’s death the picture was sold to a Signer Gondolfi, 
who had it restored and repaired, the badly damaged head and red cap of an Indian at the right 
being cut out, and the canvas made square instead of oblong. From Gondolfi it passed to Signor 
Antonio della Revere, from whom it was bought by Captain Frank H. Mason, United States 
Consul-General at Frankfort, for Mr. James W. Ellsworth of Chicago. The signature and date 
read “Lawrens Lotto f 1512.” Lotto was a painter scarcely second to Titian. He was born about 
1480, and reached the summit of his fame about 1522. The chart which is represented in the 
portrait is very nearly like the Ruysch map published in the Rome edition of Ptolemy of 1508. 

It is not claimed that this portrait was painted life, but it is believed that it was based upon 
sketches and a personal knowledge of Columbus gained by Lotto when he was in Spain. 

This model in plaster is made from the portrait by U.S.J. Dunbar, sculptor of Washington, 

D.C. 


Very respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 
William E. Curtis. 



